Collingbourne vs Swindon United Churches Saturday 29th August 2009
Defeat Fails to Tarnish Title Winning Celebrations
Collingbourne CC played host to Swindon Utd Churches in there final Wiltshire League Division 3 game of the season. Collingbourne having already won the league took a relaxed view to the game which probably contributed to Swindons mammoth score. In there 45 overs Swindon amassed an impressive 329 for 6 with opener Andy Foster scoring 91 and Captain A.Jones an aggressive 70. Collingbourne used 6 bowlers to try to both take wickets and stem the runs but were found wanting. Although Ollie Scott and Owen Sheppard did manage to claim 2 wickets each, both of them went for over 70 runs from there overs. Only veteran Tim Nichols offered any real hope for the bowling side with 31 runs going from his 6 overs.

In response Collingbourne didn’t shy away from the fight and made a real attempt at chasing the score set by Churches. After 20 overs Collingbourne found themselves in a good position at 123 for 2 despite losing opening stalwart Graham Chandler early in the innings. Tom Grant was on top form as he has been all season and made an excellent 85 whilst sharing a 107 partnership with young Ollie Scott (26) batting at number 3. With the introduction of Churches bowler Dunmore both Scott and Grant were removed. The Collingbourne line up then capitulated with only Captain Owen Sheppard offering any real resistance. Sheppard had to watch from the other end as Dunmore ripped through the batting line up claiming another 5 victims. Collingbourne fell from 123 for 2 in 20 overs to 171 all out in 33 overs. Sheppard finished on 36 not out but it was Dunmore with match best figures of 7 wickets for 19 runs from 11.3 overs who stole the show. 
Despite this quite heavy defeat Collingbourne still finished 19 points clear at the top of the league meaning they could happily enjoy a couple of bottles of bubbly at the end of the game whilst Swindon went out for there end of season knees up.

Good luck to all the clubs we met this season and congratulations to Beehive Bradford who finished 2nd in the league and will be coming up with us.

